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BETHEL AMATEUR RADIO KLUB

Constitution and By-Laws
ARTICLE I
NAME AND LOCATION

Section 1.
This organization shall be known as the Bethel Amateur Radio Klub, hereinafter referred to as “BARK.”

Section 2.
The general place of meeting for BARK shall be in Bethel, Alaska at a location established by the President.


Section 3. 
The business address for the Bethel Amateur Radio Klub shall be Post Office Box 789, Bethel, Alaska 99559.
ARTICLE II
AIMS AND PURPOSES

Section 1.
The Bethel Amateur Radio Klub is a non-commercial association of persons interested in Amateur Radio, organized for the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio communications and experimentation and education; for the establishment of emergency communications in the event of disasters or other emergencies; for the advancement of the radio art and the public welfare; for the representation of the radio amateur in legislative matters; and for the maintenance of collegiality and a high standard of conduct among its members.

Section 2. More specifically, BARK shall:

a. Further the cause and interest of amateur radio on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta and Alaska.
b. Promote and support public service communications and training activities.

c. Provide information and encourage exchange of information among radio amateurs.

d. Promote radio knowledge, fraternalism and individual operating proficiency.

e. Conduct club programs and activities to advance the general knowledge and welfare of amateur radio in the community.

f. Participate in other emergency communications services in the public interest, such as Amateur Radio Emergency Service, Search and Rescue, Civil Air Patrol, Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service, Military Affiliate Radio Systems, etc. 
g. Encourage others to become radio amateurs by offering public education, public information, training courses, testing and amateur radio operations experience

Section 3.
BARK is a non-profit organization and shall be incorporated as a Non-Profit Corporation in the State of Alaska. The Club shall also seek 501(c)(3) tax exempt status from the United States Internal Revenue Service.  No profit or gain shall inure to any individual.

Section 4. 
BARK may seek and accept gifts and grants of money and property to further its aims and purposes.


. 
ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
Section 1.
BARK shall be open to all persons interested in Amateur Radio without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, handicap or sexual preference.
Section 2. 
Regular Membership

a. Regular members may utilize Club facilities and shall have a vote in the conduct of the affairs of the Club.
b. Regular membership shall be open to a radio amateur licensed by the Federal Communications Commission. Application for Regular membership shall be made upon a form provided by the BARK Secretary.
c. Any licensed amateur carried on the BARK rolls upon the date of approval of these By-Laws shall be considered a Regular Member immediately upon payment of dues.
d. Dues and membership fees shall be recommended by the Board of Directors and approved by the membership. Dues are payable to the Treasurer.
Section 3.
Associate Membership

a. Associate members shall have all the privileges of Regular members, except they shall have no vote and are ineligible to hold office or to serve as members of the Board of Directors.
b. Any person with a bona-fide interest in the advancement of Amateur Radio shall be eligible for Associate membership.

Section 4.
Life Membership
a. The Board of Directors may establish a Life Membership. Only Regular Members shall be eligible for Life Membership.

b. Life Membership fees shall be determined by the Board of Directors and announced to the membership. 

Section 5.
Honorary Membership

a. Honorary Members shall have all the privileges of Associate members, and in addition are not required to pay dues.

b. An Honorary Member is an individual who, by their accomplishments as an amateur or by their support to the advancement of Amateur Radio has gained
this distinction. Honorary membership shall require approval of the Board of Directors and the Club Members.
ARTICLE IV
ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

Section 1.
The affairs of BARK shall be managed by the Board of Directors.

Section 2.
The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers, and three Directors-at-Large. All Directors shall be Regular members in good standing.


Section 3.
The Officers shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Section 4.
Standing Committees shall include the following: Education, Digital Communications, Emergency Communications, Repeater, Publicity and Events, and Operating.
ARTICLE V

POWERS AND DUTIES


Section 1.
Officers 
The President shall have general supervision of all affairs of BARK, shall be the authorized signatory of all contracts and legal documents executed by the club or shall assign another member to sign specific contracts or documents, except as indicated by a specific provision of the Bylaws, shall make reports to the members of the club, and perform all such duties as are incident to the President’s office or are properly required of the President by the Bylaws. In addition, the President shall appoint all standing and special committees, serving as ex-officio member of each.

The Vice-President shall perform such duties as are incidental to the office. The Vice-President shall assume all duties of the President in the absence, incapacity or at the request of the President, and shall succeed the President in said office should the office be vacant.

The Secretary shall perform all recording duties as required for the operation of BARK, have charge of minutes of all meetings, sign all such instruments as require the Secretary’s signature, and shall make such reports and perform such duties as are incidental to the office. The Secretary shall have responsibility for minutes of all General, Executive Committee, and Special Meetings of The Club. The Secretary shall maintain custody of all Club Records, be responsible for assuring that notices for all Meetings or other designated events are issued, and perform such corresponding duties as are required for the operation of The Club. The Secretary shall keep a complete record of The Club’s membership.

The Treasurer shall have custody of all funds and securities of The Club and deposit same in the name of The Bethel Amateur Radio Klub in such financial institutions as appropriate. The Treasurer shall co-sign all checks, and shall sign all other instruments that require the Treasurer’s signature, and shall make such reports and perform such other duties as are incident to the office. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the collecting of dues and all other monies due The Club. The Treasurer shall make no distribution of funds without proper authorization by The Club. The Treasurer shall keep a complete record of The Club’s financial condition and accounting of all Club money. An Annual Report shall be submitted to the members. An audit of the Treasurer’s accounts may be made at any time by an audit committee appointed by the President. Such committee shall consist of the Vice-President and two members.


Section 2.
Board of Directors

The Board of Directors is charged with the management of the affairs and business of the Club. It shall determine and set policy and shall act upon proposal and recommendations submitted by the membership. All members of the Board of Directors shall make every effort to attend every Board meeting and shall have one vote on each matter to be decided. A quorum shall be required and shall consist of a simple majority of the Directors. Business conducted by the Board shall be recorded and presented to the general membership meeting each month.
ARTICLE VI
OPERATING PROCEDURES


Section 1.
Eligibility for Office

All Regular members in good standing shall be eligible to hold any of the offices, except that no individual shall hold more than one elected office at any one time. 
Section 2.
Term of Office

Officers shall be elected and serve terms of one year each. Directors at Large shall be elected to three year terms except that at the first election the elected Directors at Large will draw straws for 1, 2 and 3 year terms. 
Section 3.
Elections

Nominations shall be opened at the November meeting of each year for officers and at-large directors. Elections shall be by ballot of the members. Ballots shall be sent out by the Secretary within one week after the November meeting. Ballots shall be counted only if returned within ten (10) days following mailing of ballots. If there is but one nominee for each office, the ballot may be dispensed with and the election held by voice vote.

Section 4.
Seating of Officers and Directors
The new officers and directors shall be presented and installed at the January meeting.

Section 5.
Vacancies

a. Vacancy of an office shall be filled by a majority vote of the membership present at the next General meeting. The Officer so elected shall serve the unexpired term of the vacant office.

b. When any officer shall vacate their office for any reason, they shall immediately turn over all items in their possession that belong to the Club to their successors, or to another officer if no successor is immediately available.

c. If any Board member fails to attend, without notice, three Board meetings in a calendar year, the Board of Directors may declare a vacancy.

Section 6.
The following shall be presented by the Board of Directors to the Club members for approval by a majority of the members present voting:

a. Annual budget

b. Applications for Honorary membership

c. Other monetary commitments in excess of 15% of the total expenditures in the approved annual budget.

d. Proposed amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws and any other changes to the corporate status requiring member approval.

Section 7.
All parliamentary procedures in conducting business of the Club not herein provided for shall follow Robert’s Rules of Order.

